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M. Bueche: Wen you're ready to start, we're

ready, so nmaybe sonebody can invite those folks out in the
hall to cone in. | guess our court recorder over here is
ready to go. M nane is Coan Bueche. 1'mchief of the
pl anni ng division for the Departnment of Transportation and
Devel opnent. | see at |east one nenber of the legislature
here, and I'mnot going to try to introduce el ected peopl e.
| would Iike to ask anyone who holds a public office to
stand and | et us see you.

(Audi ence conpli es)

M. Bueche: ©Oh, good. | apologize for not

knowi ng the nanmes, but |'ve enbarrassed nyself too many
times to try to do that. But | do have the nanes of sone
peopl e who are here working with us. 1'd like first

to introduce Virgil Page fromthe Federal H ghway

Adm ni stration. And then fromthe Departnent we have our
district admnistrator, Bill Forest, back here, or your
district admnistrator, being 05. From our environnental
section we have two guys here, Jim Yates and Max Sage. And
we had people fromour road design section here earlier,

but I don't see themany nore, so we'll give thema failing
grade. From OCOG Doug Mtchell. Any of your other people

here that you care to introduce?
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M. Mtchell: | don't believe so.

M. Bueche: That takes care of introductions
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then. Let nme give you a little background and then sone of
the other guys will give you nore background. But the
Nat i onal Hi ghway System Designation Act of 1995 gave the
Departnent the option of noving sone noney from anot her,
what we call a denonstration project for the state over in
the Shreveport area. There was 29.6 mllion dollars in
that project. And we were given the option to nove sone
fromthat project to certain other projects, one of which
was the study of this Quachita Loop section. So we were
able to nove that noney, and the Departnent put up the
nonfederal match required in order to do the study that

| ocal governnent had | obbi ed Congress for.

This is not the first study of the Loop, and | don't
need to tell you that. | mean you peopl e have brought the
subject up. It's at least 30 years old. It has a history
attached to the handout. So what we're going to do tonight
is go over alittle bit of what the required process is for
this kind of study, talk a little bit about the study area,
the history of the project, the purpose and the need for
such a project, and then we're going to discuss any ot her
concerns that you may have. And you will have an
opportunity to -- Your comments will be part of the record,

and it will be taken into consideration during the course
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2 the nmeeting prepared.
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l"d like at this tinme to ask M. Blaise Carriere, who
is with Howard, Needles, Tammen and Ber gendoff, our
consultants, to introduce his team nenbers to talk to you a
little bit about the project.

M. Carriere: Thank you, Coan. Good evening. W

name is Blaise Carriere, and I'mwth the firmof HNTB
Corporation. W have offices in Baton Rouge and -- It's
our Baton Rouge office together with sonme of the other
support offices of the firm Qur conpany does provide
architectural and engi neering services throughout the
United States. Wth ne tonight is Warren Myers, al so of
our office, who is the project manager specifically for
this project. Qur consulting team has several other

i nportant sub-groups or sub-consultants working with us in
order to do all of the things that need to be done to
conduct this major investnent study.

Locally, the firmof Lazenby & Associates, and | saw
Jerry around here sonmewhere earlier. And Paul Fryer. Both
Paul and Jerry. They're about sonewhere, and | think you
all know probably them personally. But Lazenby &

Associ ates, again, is doing sone of the |local detail work
as it relates to gathering data information and maki ng sure

we nmake the right turn at the right |location as we try to
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Al so assisting us in the devel opment of this project
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are two other firms, both represented tonight by their
princi pals, Sharon Leader of Leader & Associates, and Karen
Fer nandez of Fernandez Plans. They are both involved in
the production of the information that we now have on the
Internet, for all of those that are interested in conputer
keeping up with what's going on as it relates to progress,
and al so doing a great deal of the local contact work to
make sure that we are picking up appropriate information
from appropriate agencies at all |evels of governnent--
federal, state, and | ocal --and agencies that woul d be
affected by a project of this nature sonetine in the
future.

So that's the group of people that we have assenbled to
work on this particular project. |In your announcenent
package, and in sone of the newspaper articles making
notice of this, there was a little website address. Karen
has her |aptop here that does have all of the information
that is currently available, and it was updated as of
February the 2nd. And there's a whol e bunch of al phabet
soup that those of you all who are famliar with contacting
the Internet and websites that you could go to. W're
essentially on the Departnent of Transportation's website,

and it's a separate subsection that deals specifically with
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1 the Quachita Loop. And you can go in there and query a

2 nunber of different areas of what is going on in |ooking at
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t hose questions at your leisure in your home. O you can
give this to your kids and tell themto go to school
tonmorrow and punch all those nunbers in, and it would be an
interesting part of their civics class and whatever the
kids are doing. And for those of you that don't have a
propensity to do these nunbers, get a kid to show you how
to do it, because it's fun. There's a lot of interesting
things in there. And it includes text, draw ngs, and al
of the information that you see here is now avail abl e
electronically like that. Not only is this project in
there, but sonme other projects that the Departnent has
underway from a planning standpoint. You can | ook up
information with regard to them You can |ook up all sorts
of things that M. Forest is doing up here. Fromthe
construction-letting schedule, he's got what kind of
contract. There's just beaucoup information out there as
it relates to what different governnmental services are in
fact doing in Monroe and throughout the state. You're not
limted to Louisiana; in fact, it's connected even to other
st at es.

VWhat we want to do tonight is introduce to you this
process of what we're going through, why we're doing it.

Most al ways the reason or the excuse given is because "the
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2 real ly goes back to our congress and | egislature and the
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reactions that the public has of building major things in
the past and how we're going to do themin the future. A
nunber of significant mlestone acts got passed fromthe
time the interstate program began in the '50s to now al nost
essentially being conplete here in building that 40-sone-
odd-t housand m | es of highway.

Most significant in that was sonething called the
Nat i onal Environnmental Policy Act, the NEPA Act, and that
occurred sonewhere around 1969. In 1991 or '2, sonewhere
in there, the last version of the najor federal program
dealing with transportation was an act or a bill called the
I nternobil e Surface and Transportation Efficiency Act,
| STEA, which is pronounced ice tea. You' ve maybe heard of
that. It actually expired on Septenber 30th of |ast year,
and Congress is right now going through the process--you
know Congress has just reconvened--of re-authorizing what
wll be the next future transportation program So it's a
very tinmely subject. And the feds deal in programsort of
things that deal with the noney that eventually may--|
stress that word may--becone avail able for inplenenting
what we're going to tal k about tonight.

If you didn't pick up one of these little agenda things

outside, you don't have to rush out there and get one. But
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2 contained in this little handout so that you can go back at
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your leisure and ook at it, digest it. And what we would
like to do tonight, again, is have you ask questions at
appropriate tines. This is an informal, in a sense,
meeting. W want to nmake sure that we clearly explain what
it is we think we're doing so that you have a good
understandi ng of that. The only ground rule, | guess, is
that--our court reporter, again, is trying to take notes of
this so we can go back and di gest your conments--is that
you woul d identify yourself as to "I'm Jane Doe" or "Tom
Jones, and | would like to ask a question,"” or whatever.

So if you would, just identify yourself so that we can keep
track of who did ask what. And there is a sign-in sheet
out front, again.

What we're also trying to do is build a distribution
list for newsletters that are part of this program And if
you did check out the Internet site, you' d note that there
is a conmment section in there. You can directly enter a
coment, nane, whatever, and get responses that way. |It's
not a Big Brother attenpt, so don't take it that way, but
it's the only way that we can kind of conmunicate back and
forth with you

Let's tal k about the planning process a little bit and

what it's all about. As Coan nentioned, this is not
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2 conpr ehensi ve pl anni ng has been going on for many years.
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You all have been in the forefront of that through OCOG,
which is a regional planning endeavor. They have a

prof essional staff and a group of people who have been
wor ki ng at devel oping the transportation plan, anong ot her
things that OCOG is responsible for looking at. W're

tal ki ng about | ong-range planning in this instance because
we're tal king about a major addition to the transportation
systeminfrastructure of the Mnroe area.

This little diagram shows you sone of the iteration
that goes on. W're tal king about regional planning
studies. That's what we're doing. It spins off into what
we call the corridor studies, over here (indicating). W
do sone detail work there that kicks back into the plan.
Eventually it conmes out then as an adopted el enent of sone
sort of a plan. The inference here is that it's iterative;
you just don't do it once. Sonetinmes you get it right the
first time, sonetinmes you don't. So it can go back and
forth. Wen that plan cones out, it pops into another box
down here that we typically call--and all these are in
little diagranms, so it's kind of nice to have seats so that
you can see these things up front here--but the T-1-P. And
we're going to talk a lot tonight, again in this al phabet

soup stuff. TIP is the Transportation |nprovenent Program
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2 things that are going to be done, both by your nmetropolitan
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pl anni ng organi zation -- It forns a part of the state's
overall program and they stick an Sin front of it and the
TI P becones a STIP, an S-T-1-P. Those elenents then are
what gui des a project through the process to the
| egi sl ature for funding and ultimately for construction.
So we try to do some planning, we try to get it right, we
try to put it in the program and then hopefully you go out
and build it sonmewhere along the |ine.

Typically those sorts of things nowadays, given al
t hat goes on fromwhere we are now to begi nning the
construction, is on a magnitude of six to seven years.
That's just realistically what it takes. | wish | could
tell you it could go quicker or faster, but it doesn't.
That's a nom nal normal average, and nost probably a few
have gone quicker than that. But that's where we are. So
if you want to get a reserved seat for ribbon-cutting on
any segnent of this right now, go mark your cal endar seven
years out or sonething like that. But that's kind of the
realities of where we are in | ooking at sonething like
t his.

The next thing is how this process works and all the
el ements of it. And one of the things that you'll notice

is that very seldomdo you see the old triangular kinds of
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2 you laid bricks at the foundation and you finally got to
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the top of the nountain and you were done. This one, we
keep going around in circles. That's not really true. But
the process seens to work |ike that to sone extent. And I
go back to those two key el enents which are in the center
the transportation plan. And there is a plan in place. It
was recently updated here in Monroe in 1996 as it relates
to transportation.

Qut of that plan, there is currently a three-year. And
every other year as one year w nds up, they kind of work
t hrough the m ddl e year and then re-adopt another three-
year plan, the TIP, the transportation plan, which is
i npl enmentation portion of the program \Wen you | ook at
the elenments that feed into that, though -- And you can
start at any place, and what we're going to do is where we
are tonight: public involvenent. That's a critical part
of what it takes to nmake all of these things happen as it
relates to the process. So public involvenent is a very
inportant part. It touches the other elenents, but it
feeds into the plan itself: the planning factors, those
things that we're going to consider

Typically, again, we're dealing with transportation
but other issues that you' re going to see on sone of these

ot her boards relate to the soci o-econom c inpacts of what
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2 what takes place. So when we tal k about planning factors,
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we're generally tal king about things |ike transportation
factors, socio-econonmc factors, and environnmental factors.
And then coupled with all that is the dollars and cents to
do it, the financial aspects of it.

We have sonething here called a Managenents Systens
| nput. And, again, that's sinply to nake sure that we're
getting all of the input fromthe various agencies, not
just the state and federal transportation agencies, but
Fish and Wldlife Service, the Departnent of Environnental
Quality, DEQ and EPA and people like that, air quality as
wel | as water and other inportant aspects of the
envi ronment .

Maj or investnent studies, which is what we're doing.
When the transportation plan was devel oped back in 1996,
t hat update, one of the conponents said that it was worthy
to |l ook at sonme sort of a |oop configuration, which we're
going to explain in alittle nore detail, around the
northern half of Monroe. And | have sone inpacts on how
the rest of the transportation systemwould perform Well,
when | ocal individuals becane involved and tried to push
that idea on, they said: Don't restrain this work by
sinply looking at a northern half. Let's at |east nake

sure we | ook at the whole thing and that those parts that
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2 accord drop out. Let's not preclude sonething from being
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studi ed and eval uat ed.

So the concept in this major investnent study was to
| ook at the entire loop. And the purpose of the nmmjor
investnment study is to say at the plan level: W think we
ought to do this, but it is a major significant investnent
of public dollars. Before we go junp off and do it, let's
make sure we're getting the appropriate bang for the buck.
| s there not maybe sonme other alternative, some other way
of acconplishing these goals of inproving transportation,
enhanci ng soci o-econom ¢ factors and al so environnent al
factors that would produce a better result at a | esser
t axpayer cost?

So those are the kinds of issues that major investnent
studi es address. Things like air quality and conformty.
| happen to live in Baton Rouge. W are in what is called
a nonattai nment area. Every time we add six nore vehicles
to the traffic stream they say that sonething is com ng
out the tail pipe, unless you control that sonme sort of way,
we can't do it. Air quality issues are very significant to
what happens in our part. You all are not in a
nonattai nnment area, but we don't want to put you in one.
So one of the things that you ve got to look at is air

quality as it results to increased travel, tail pipe
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Last is the big part, the financial plan. Were does
t he noney cone fronf? "Show ne the noney" kind of thing.
So that's a very, very inportant part. And in projects
like this, it's usually going to result in sone
conbi nation, perhaps even sone |ocal dollars, perhaps sone
state dollars, and nore than |ikely sone federal dollars.
But they're all out of your pocket; that's where they cone
from And in alternatives like this, one of those things
that's becom ng nore and nore prevalent, as it | eaves an
el emrent to be studied, major contributions at the |ocal
| evel these days inplies the potential of a toll in
addition to how you do pay all the other normal taxes, if
there is a funding elenent that it takes to make up the
t hi ng.

So that's the range of the kinds of elenents that go on
inthis process, and we're going to touch on all of those
in the next roughly 12 nonths that's left in this study
right now, to see how those factors cone out as they are
applied to the | oop.

Anybody got any questions about any of that? [|'m
humm ng al ong here pretty good. If there's anything that
|"ve said that you don't understand or you'd |like sone

further explanation, Coan can give you that.
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Here's another one of all these circles of how things

go around and how the pieces relate. And, again,

-28-

Betty Toms Court Reporting
P. 0. BOX 1150
WEST MONROE, LA 71294-1150

this is

(318) 396-6951



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

in your little handout sheet, and I'mnot going to go spend
an awful lot of tinme on this. But this is, again, the
transportation planning process. And there's a nunber of

el ements that fall under that that relate to inportant
things. Land use, first of all. There's a great deal of
debate that goes on in the area of |and use. And what do
we really mean by that? First of all, you know, there's
not going to be any nore of it. The Dear Lord only made
this one size earth, so that's all we've got. But what we
do with it and how we use it is a very difficult issue,
again, as it relates to our country. W think property
rights are very, very inportant. Wen governnent begins to
step in and say what you can or cannot do on a piece of

| and that you own, sone folks think that that m ght be a
l[ittle unnerited. But by the sane token, if you have a

ni ce piece of property that you live on, you just don't
want anybody to happen to conme al ong and put a dunp

or a waste site facility nextdoor to you. You want
governnent --at | east nost people seemto want governnent at
that tinme--to help you make sure that those things that you
don't think and the majority of you all as citizens don't

t hi nk ought to be next to you. So |and use, and sone sort

of a land-use plan, which again is the type of thing that
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2 perceptions of if you build it, they will cone. So you
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build a road and watch what happens grow up around it.
That' s one scenario that can happen. Alternatively, if you
try to direct how you believe a community should grow, you
need to provide the infrastructure then to support what you
as a community want to see happen: where does the sewer,
the water, the highway, and the schools, and the churches
all go in an organized way? So these |and-use inplications
are very significant in this process of what goes on.

The ot her aspects of things that happen--the use of
energy, the freight conponent, novenent of goods and
services--they're all part of that transportation picture.
The plan itself then evolves as a result of |ooking at
those factors, their interaction. They develop into the
TIP and the STIP that | nmentioned earlier. W get to
i npl enmentation, we | ook at performance, and again go around
and eval uate those before making a decision to do a
particul ar project.

Let's tal k about the | ong-range financial plan effect
and the efforts of an MS. One of the things that has
becone, again, an interesting termthat you will hear used:
is this financially constrained? What that neans is that
t he checkbook is not unlimted, that it isn't sonething

that we sinply go to Washington and we go hone with a
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resources are that we are now i nvesting, and froma
transportation standpoint there are primarily two
significant | evels of how we do provide the dollars to do
it. At the federal level, every tinme you squeeze the
handl e a portion of the fuel cost goes into the Federal
Transportation Trust Fund. |[If nmenory serves ne right, it'
sonmething like 18.3 cents or so, is the anount of pennies
that go to the feds as it relates to transportati on cost
every tinme you do a gallon of fuel. And in the state of
Loui si ana, we do an additional 20 cents. So 38.3 cents or
so is the tax on a gallon of fuel

To give you a little idea of what those nunbers
produce: a penny at the state level is in the order of
magni tude of alnost 25 mllion dollars annually.
Twenty-five mllion annually froma penny in Louisiana.

Jimry, | think that's a fairly decent figure. Correct
me if I"'mwong, but | think that's probably what it is.

At the national level, the federal level, a penny is
over a billion dollars annually. A billion. So you see
t hose pennies really roll around when you get to doing it.
Now, those, again, go into the Transportation Trust Fund,

but Congress all ocates those back in an appropriation

S

manner that the state and local units then use to build and
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as you go down and see Santa C aus in Decenber and make out
your wi sh list--you know, Mom and Pop back there checking
real carefully, too--to see do | have the resources, then,
to do these sort of things? And in the planning process,
they're asking us to now |l ook at all of those things that
are sent in, at least total themup and see if the nunber
scares you--is it too big?--and if it doesn't, you know,
how do they rank up, one versus the other? Fortunately or
unfortunately in the business that I'min, | get to visit a
| ot of good communities and work on pl anning projects and
design projects as well. And | think there's sonething
like three | oops or so that are under consideration right
now. one here in Monroe, one in Baton Rouge, and sonewhere
down in New Oleans. | guess they're thinking still of
sonme sort of a circunferential route down there. And then
you can | ook at others when we go visit, say, Lafayette.
And they say, "Well, how cone there ain't one in Lake

Charl es? They're studying one up there in Monroe. How
cone we don't have one?" So it's alittle catchy. It's a
fever that catches hold of folks. And what this process
says, then, is that as we |look at all those, you have to
recogni ze those financial constraints. So by doing these

MS s, what we're hopefully doing is to give you specific
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capture the dollars; and by the sane token, the deci sion-
makers, to |l ook at what the alternatives and the
consequences are and the return that you get when you spend
those dollars. It provides information about alternatives
that we could look at. In sone urban areas or sone
transportation solutions, public transit nmay be an
alternative. In sone corridors where there's a high vol une
movenent, a | ot of people who save a lot with their
vehi cl es, sone sort of a parking ride operation could
address transportation needs. O you could set aside a
specific | ane where there are nulti-lane roads during peak
hours in a direction for what's called an HOV, high
occupancy | ane, that those with two or three or nore people
in the vehicle then have the privilege of using that |ane
and t he singl e-occupant persons cannot. So those are al
sorts of alternatives that you look at to try to make a
deci sion of what's the best way to spend dollars, and
that's what M S s mgj or investnent studies do.

Warren says | ran out over here, |I'm supposed to go
over here. Financial Analysis and this so-called
Constrained Plan. There are two kind of situations that
ari se when you begin to | ook at what we're doing.

Constrained plan: that assunes an investnent for a
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said we'd allocate X-nunber of dollars to do that, then the
MS wll go through and confirmthat we've got the right
kind of cost, we've got the right kind of solution. |If
that's true, then there's generally not a whole |ot of
addi tional work that you have to do to confirmthe project,
just clear it environnentally, do the plans, advertise
bids, and build it. And that's an ideal situation. But if
you don't have that as a starting point -- Suppose we
haven't quite yet determ ned the noney, we don't have a
pl ace- hol der--one of these neat words that we say, setting
asi de sonet hi ng--you need to then go look at it and
consi der how are we going to do this project and what new
avenues of funding are we going to use because all of the
ot hers have al ready been spoken for. That's what this
second one is about, and that's where sone other--either
increase the fuel tax, do it as a toll road, or hope that
you win the Powerball or sonething--is the method. And
that's not a good nethod, that one. But those are the
kinds of realistic situations that you have to look at if
we're going to actually ever do sonething, build sonething.
MS s are required, and these are certain general
gui delines that the Federal H ghway Adm nistration and the

Federal Transit Adm nistration have said should apply in
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are nine netropolitan areas, | guess, in Louisiana that
fall in this category. So as projects of significance are
noved forward, we have to do a mgjor investnment study:
where the need to consider a major transportation
i nvestment has been identified, where specifically in this
case we're reshaping, in a way, transportation in Mnroe.
Ri ght now, 1-20 is very east-west, 165 is very north-south
There is a little 15 that kind of conmes in alittle
di agonal. But those two domi nant features of 20 and 165,
coupled with the Quachita R ver, have a great deal of say
about trip-making and the fact that there are only three
crossings of the river all within a one-mle kind of span.
So if you're over here and you want to cone here, you've
got to come down and then across. |If you' re here and want
to go to the southeast, you' ve got to conme down and across.
Sanme thing fromthe other side. So we've got this neat
little bottomof the funnel sort of a situation that fairly
wel | determ nes or predestines how you' re going to travel
east and west across the Quachita.

By introducing a concept of a | oop, were that to occur,
now i nstead of maybe coming in, you go radially out, down,
and around or radially up and over in that. So sone trip-

making that is inpacting the core area of the city may be
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sone of these elenents have cone up in a steering conmttee
group that we have working with us--is, does that sinply
t hen cause businesses and interests that are in the core
area to relocate out to the outer area which is then not
necessarily a net positive to the community as a whol e that
you do create a donut. W've got a hole in the m ddle now
You've got to | ook at those factors. So the object really
is to strengthen and preserve the integrity of existing
nei ghbor hoods and communities and at the sane tine, neet
goal s for expansion, growh, and econom c devel opnent.
You' ve got to make them both work, unless you nmake a
specific decision as, we're going to change sonething in a
particul ar way. But those are the way those factors
interact. And a project like this is going to have those
sorts of inpacts and consequences. It opens up a whole
anot her array of how you would be able to travel. And then
there's always the matter of you don't do this and it
doesn't happen overnight. How does the tinme inplenentation
of that take place, over how many years, and what i npact
does have on growth in nei ghborhood at | ocations?

Federal funds are potentially involved. That's the
other thing where MS s are required. Let's talk about the

agencies, the roles, and the people who are involved in
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| evel s, federal, state, and |ocal --EPA, DEQ Corps of

Engi neers, Coast CGuard, if you're going to cross the
Quachita twice in this inplication. The Quachita is still
navi gabl e. Local officials. You ve got three different
cities involved plus parish governnent, so |local officials
are going to be very involved in this process to make the
decision. The FHWA is the Federal H ghway Adm nistration,
part of the Federal Departnent of Transportation, and the
FTA is the Federal Transit Adm nistration. They are
involved in saying is transit a viable option that would
address this transportation situation. And there are other
af fected agencies, and that's anybody and everybody t hat
coul d have sonme permtting or regulatory involvenent in
what we're doing. So those are the agencies and the people
who are involved with it. And, again, you can call on or
use them as resources for you; for instance, Fish &
Wldlife Warren is going to talk about. There are a nunber
of designated wi ldlife managenent areas that surround the
Monroe area, and when you begin to think about it, this to
sone extent is a defining nonent as to whether or not a
grow h goes out there. Sone of these corridor
opportunities may not exist in the future. So if we're

t hi nki ng | ong range now, you have to set those aside
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because the next step is you'd have to go well beyond to

get out and around wildlife managenent areas where we
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woul dn't be able to satisfy EPA and ot her agency
requi renents for going through those.

Sone of the typical goals that a project like this
woul d address: Does it inprove nobility, does it have sone
econom ¢ devel opnent protection, does it preserve and
protect the environnment, air quality, livability/
sust ai nabl e communities? And that, again, was what happens
in the core area of a city as you do a | oop type of a
proj ect.

This chart here, again, goes through that flow and
process froma corridor subarea. Now we've done the
| ong-range plans and we're into the major transportation
pl an pi ece and | ooking at an MS on a subarea. These are
the steps that we're going through. W've initiated the
project, we're developing initial sets of alternatives,
we're going to go through sone sort of screening, we're
going to have analysis and refinenent, we're going to
sel ect those things that we think are the so-called
preferred alternatives, go back and | ook at that and
iterate and fix that as need be to produce a project
output. One of the outputs in all of this is always the
so-cal l ed no-construct or no-build alternative, that sinply

doi ng those things of inproving existing infrastructure is
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That, then, is the process of what goes on. How do you
get an answer? This is a sanple of a score sheet, in a
sense, of what we're going to try to do. You notice that
there are some major topic headings at the top. One is
transportation. One other group is the socio-econom c and
environnental. One is funding. And then you put all those
t oget her and have sone sort of evaluation of what cones
out. Under transportation you can | ook at sone
sub-categories. You can say what is the demand for travel?
And we're going to |look at a series of different
alternatives, sone different alignnents, at |east. And
this band that you see on here is approxinately one mle
w de.

What we have been doing in the |last several nonths is
going out and, with different data--acquisition neans
aeri al phot ography, studies and reports of others--trying
to identify all of the constraints that would exist within
that roughly one-mle corridor so that we don't go bunp
into sonething right off the bat. W want to find out
t hose things that you ought not even think about. And
that's part of what this process is about here. Too often
we read about a comrent or sonething in the newspaper,

"Well, | went to their public hearing the other night and
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want to do is identify all of those things that do exist,
and then after we've got all of that information, we want
to see is it even possible to wiggle a line through all of
what you ought not run into. And if we can't do that, then
are we going to nake the |line bigger or wider or are we
going to say it ain't possible, the wi ndow has cl osed?

Now, if you do want to go through there, then there are
sonme consequences. We would have this many dislocations of
residents, businesses. W'd have these kinds of inpacts as
it relates to wetlands and habitat area. So those are the
sorts of things that we then begin to tabulate. And in
order to do it, not only do you take it, you have to then
go to the next step: how are you going to mtigate for
that? W did sonme wetlands taking. How are you going to
get back to guarding sone nore wetlands over here for the
birds to enjoy their view? That process has to go on. So
what we're trying to do right now, again, is: this
corridor has been established; we're presenting that to you
tonight so that as you ook as this, we want you to cone
and say, "You know, | don't think you'd ever get through
there, cap. You need to think about thus, this, and so."
And we want to know those things today. There may be, for

instance, a famly that's been here for a nunber of years,
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been out in what is considered a rural environnent and has

alittle private cenetery sonewhere out there. W don't
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want to go through that. So those are the sorts of things
that you all know about that we would never find out about.
That's the scenario of what we're |ooking at in the
corridor.

Now, what happens within that corridor? You all have a
good nental picture, and you know how an interstate type
facility operates. |It's controlled access; you can only
get on and off at interchanges; it's high speed. You know,
that m ght be the high end of the kind of facility this
woul d be, but that's not what we're telling you it is
going to be. W're going to | ook at several different
alternative roadway types, and even a different segnent of
this mght be a different type, depending upon the ultimate
demands in that particular corridor. It could be a four-
| ane undivided; it mght be a five-lane section with a
center turning lane. And it could even be only a two-I|ane
section sinply circunferentially going around, and as
growt h happens, could be wi dened to four |anes to handl e
what ever the demands are. It mght be that you ought not
doit at all. So we've got a whole series, then, of
alternatives to try to fit within that corridor that can
vary throughout the length of the corridor.

One of the interesting things the wite-up that the
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1-20 is not disconnected.” But one of the things it does
have to do is it needs to start here and sonehow or anot her
get over there, which neans it's going to go up and around
or all the way around or down and around. But it didn't
| eave us, we think, the latitude of saying we ought to go
fromhere to 165 and quit. If we did that, we' ve got
address that why did that occur. So that the limts of
this were froml1-20 to 1-20, and that's how we are | ooki ng
at that. But that was sone specific |language that in the
wi sdom of Congress, when they described the project, that
set the ground rul es.

M. Bentz: Anything short of that a bypass?

M. Carriere: Say that again. He said a nagic

wor d.
M. Bentz: Isn't anything short of 1-20 to I-20

consi dered a bypass?

M. Carriere: W need a nane. Tell ne your nane.
M. Bentz: Bobby Bentz.

M. Carriere: He said a very interesting word.

That's why | wanted to listen to -- He used the word
bypass. And the other word that you'll hear described
tonight, you'll notice is on the drawi ngs; we say a | oop.

In our judgnent, there is a very distinct difference in
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would be, and it is typically a facility that is used nore
by you, by those people that live, work, and play in this
area, than sonebody going from Jackson, M ssissippi, to
Dallas. A bypass is the other side of that where | want to
avoi d sonething by bypassing it. Mre often than not, if
you really go back and | ook, bypasses are about the only
bypasses in nost urban areas. |If you drove today from
Monroe to Dallas and went through Shreveport, | bet you
nine tinmes out of ten you don't go around 220; you go right
through the mddle. Now, 220 is a bypass, the way it was
witten and described. But it ain't. It isn't. |
shoul dn't use ny bad English

But there is a very distinct difference in those two
terns, and it has a lot to do, then, with the kind of
trip-making that we see taking place, because the | oop
itself is going to be redistributing trip-making that
you all are doing. |It's not going to be me going from
Vi cksburg, like | say, to Shreveport very often that's
going to be on this. 1It's going to be nore than likely you
all inthe local trips that do that. So what we are
tal ki ng about here, for the nost part, is a loop. Now, if
sonmeone thinks that that's a kind of neat route and wants

to bypass Monroe by doing that, that can be accounted for,
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"It"s not them it's us" sort of thing that's going to be
using this.

It was an excellent question, and | wanted to nmake sure
| heard what you said the first time, because | do want you
to kind of put those words in the back of what -- when we
tal k about these things.

Anyone el se?

M. Wrick: | have a question.

M. Carriere: Yes, sir. Can you give ne a nane,

pl ease?

M. Wrick: Bill Wrick, Wy-r-i-c-k. | had a

guestion on the -- The Principles of Federal Infrastructure
| nvest nent specifically tal ked about benefits and cost
analysis. And I'ma little confused and a little cloudy as
to how broadly that's defined and whet her the NEPA
principles are used to define a broad sense of benefits and
cost analysis or whether it's narrowy defined, and then
sort of correlated that question wth the three different

| oop configurations that you nentioned--north, south, or

all the way around--being characterized in terns of
benefits and cost analysis in their studies.

M. Carriere: First of all, the concept of

benefits and cost. Cost is the easy part. You can usually
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benefits were neasured for transportation projects on
benefits to the user of the highway facility in terns of

m nutes of travel tine saved, which then translates into
dollars, in that that's tinme that could be productively
spent working as opposed to traveling, and you conputed the
user benefits of the highway to the highway user. In the
frei ght novenent busi ness, again, how quickly the delivery
got there.

In studies of this |evel, and what we are tal king about
here, are total econom c benefits. How to neasure those is
not easy. And what we try to do is look at sone fairly
traditional indicators of the |evel of economc activity in
an area. Usually a person, as an exanple, when you go to
the doctor's office they stick a thernoneter in there and
if it's 98, they're happy; if they neasure you and they
wei gh you and they say you're pretty good height for your
weight -- | got alittle shorter the last tinme when | went,
for whatever reason. But those indicators, we have sone
feel for how people ought to be neasured. Wll, there's
simlarly sonme sort of things like that for metropolitan
areas in terns of sales tax collected, building permts
i ssued. There are a nunber of different factors that |ocal

units of governnent have, and chanbers of commerce are ful
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it project out to be based on historical trends; and then
if you inject sonething like this, can you sonehow or

anot her predict whether that line is going to get better,
stay the sane, or maybe even go down. So the econom c
benefits then becone the difference between the nornma
projection Iine and what the project mght do. Now, that's
total benefits, then. And if you' re tal king about a
benefit cost ratio, is that nore or greater than one? Then
you' d say it's a worthwhile project. Those are very, very
difficult to quantify. So at this stage what we're trying
to do is at least nmake sure it's either positive, stays the
sanme, or negative. And that's nost probably the best that
we're going to do. Didit get better?, which is an
indication then we're on the right track. But, you know,
don't go out and bet the honmestead it's going to be 10
tinmes better versus three tines better, because |'m not
good enough to tell you what that kind of level is going to
be for what we're doing at this level. But did it stay the
sanme, had no inpact? | think we can make that judgnment in
the same way as did it get worse. And that's sonme of what
you're going to see in this funding category as it rel ates
to doing those sorts of things.

We al so make sone rather gross judgnents like that in
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pl us/ zero/ m nus anal ysis that goes on. Sane thing for

noi se. And that's about the best that you can do in trying
to make these decisions at the broad scal e planning | evel.
That was a --

M. Wrick: Do | take it then as a no, that

because of that |evel of uncertainty or lack of ability to
be precise, it wouldn't be broken up in terns of the
different alternatives on the I-20-to-1-20 connector woul d
not be applied to that? |Is that --

M. Carriere: WMajor segnents could. And I think

we wll go at least into the four quadrants to |look at it
on a quadrant type basis. And then you'll notice --

M. Wrick: | think you said it couldn't be

consi dered on a quadrant basis because of sonething |ike --

M. Carriere: No. W wll do that. The charge

is, don't start and already throw sonething out. But I
think we would anal yze. And while we're doing it, it's no
nmore difficult to get it into pieces, aggregate them and
then di saggregate themif sonebody wants to see what that
represents. And then so that it's not an all-or-nothing
study, there is value then in the segnents that m ght have
sone of these positive indicators fromwhich you can go

further then. And then Congress, in its w sdomsinply of
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|"mnot inplying that we want do that; |I'mjust saying that
that's, | thought, the flexibility. | thought it was w se
to keep it on a broad scale.

Okay, Warren, am| track here? Were is ny guy? Were
aml|l? AmIl in the right spot here, M. Bueche?

M. Bueche: | think you' ve covered the whole

agenda, the entire --

M. Carriere: You ve got to hear from M. Bueche

specifically about the transportation stuff. And Virgil is
going to tell you about the federal perspective on MS' s.
And David is even going to tell you about the planning
process in there. I'mgoing to take a break and | et them
do that. Lastly, I do want to go through scheduling and
where we are. And we're supposed to start with David.
Wiere's David? | saw himaround -- There he is. No, it
isn't. Wiere is he? There he is. David is going to tel
you about those things that go on here |ocally through OCOG
and their role in this process.

M. Creed: | don't know how Bl ai se thinks he |eft
anyt hing for anybody else to say. Coan and Virgil, "Il
pi ck whatever little bit is left, and then it's up to you.
| would say this about sonme specifics, but he has covered

the process, he's covered the TIP. He's covered it all,
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the MS and the | ong-range planning. But to get to sone

specifics that you can identify with, the transportation
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decisions that are made locally by the MPO, Metropolitan

Pl anni ng Organi zation, which is the Quachita Council of
Governnments, are made based on a budget that, oh, usually
runs in the range of about a mllion or a mllion and a
hal f dollars per year. So that organi zation pl aces
projects into the TIP, Transportation |Inproving Program
which will fit the budgets that are financially constrained
over a three- to five-year period. Sone projects that you
can identify wwth: the |last one that was conpl eted was
Bell -McM |l an, the next one up is Kansas Lane. Those are
badly needed projects that are funded through the Urban
Systens noney. In order to fund this through the Urban
Systens noney woul d take | guess probably at |east a
hundred tines the anount of the annual U ban Systens
budget. So you can't put that one in there in any -- |
mean, you know, just -- | don't even have to explain that.
By the tinme you finished it, you wouldn't even have the
money to do it in segnents. So the | oop has been placed by
the Quachita Council of Governnents into its |ong-range

pl an, and our | ocal |eaders have been pursuing noney to pay
for a loop. And in that regard they have persuaded
Congress to conme up with the noney to do the | oop study.

And before you can proceed with that kind of spending,
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underway, and it required public participation, and that's
what you guys are all here for. | would point out also
t hat OCOG consi sts of six people on the board, and that is
two from Monroe, which is Mayor Pierce and Lyle MIller, and
two from West Monroe, which is Mayor Norris and Sonny
Bennett, and two jurors, which is Ben Marshall and King
Dawson. Those are the six nmen who serve on OCOG and al so
they function with technical stuff as a transportation
policy commttee along with the guys from DOID and t he
Federal H ghway. So that's how projects get placed onto
the TIP, which another word that m ght be used woul d be
i ke shorter-range projects. This one is one that is in
the I ong-range plans, and it of course is a big one, and it
is one that the governnment wants to | ook at carefully
before the feds spend that kind of noney. So they're
involved in this public participation process, and we have
a steering commttee. | think he's gone into the process
nore than enough, but | think that these things can sort of
| et you see the picture of the urban system nonies and the
smal l er projects and then what it takes to get this big one
of f the ground.

So I'lIl let you guys try to see if there's sonething

| eft, Coan.
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t hough, and put it in sonme capsule, what it is we have to
do in the transportation planning in urbanized areas and
what it is we have to do if this project is ever going to
be a reality.

More than 30 years ago now, Congress required urban
areas of 50,000 or nore to have conprehensive
transportation plans and to have a netropolitan planning
organi zation. The big product of the netropolitan planning
organi zation is to engage | ocal |eadership and to produce a
| ong-range plan. For some tine nowit has had to be at
| east 20 years out into the future. So the Transportation
| mprovenent Programthat we tal k about, the TIP, is the
near-end tip of that fiscally-constrained | ong-range plan.
It's the near-end of your 20 years.

Until 1991, in the fall of 1991 when the Internobile
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act was passed, those
conpr ehensi ve plans coul d include anything that you could
imagine. For the first time in the history of
transportation and planning for highways in this country,
the 1991 I STEA bill required you to forecast your noney and
to tie your plans to those forecasts of funds. It
essentially asked you this question: W know what your

pl an shows, but what are you really going to do with the
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of -- or a forecast of what you can reasonably expect to
receive in the way of funds? So we've tried to do that.
We think we have an idea of what the Federal Transportation
Trust Fund will provide. W think we have an idea of what
t he Loui siana Transportation Trust Fund wll provide. And
with the help of |ocal governnments through OCOG we think
we have an idea of what |ocal governnents can provide. W
put all of that together, and that's the fiscal constraint
of the plan.

So a couple of years ago this area produced, from 1996
a transportation plan update for the first tinme in the
history that's fiscally constraining. It includes this
idea, towards the rear of the plan, in an area called
unfunded needs. So in a manner of speaking, this project
idea, this | oop concept, is not in your fiscally
constrained plan, it's in that section of your plan that
conmes behind the fiscal constraint. So if it's ever going
to be in the plan, we have to look at -- Well, first we
have to conme to sone consensus on what is the problemthat
this project would intend to solve. W have to cone to a
consensus locally at the state | evel and with the Federal
H ghway Adm nistration that that problemis worth sol ving.

Then we have to cone to sone consensus on what we think the
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then carry through the NEPA process and put in the fiscally
constraint planning. And tonight, we're in the early
st ages--we have been for six nonths and will for another
year--the early stages of |ooking at what woul d the inpact
of this project be on the area: what would the cost be,
not only the construction and real estate cost, but what
cost to the environnent, all of those costs that we're able
to quantify; what would the benefits be not just to the
users, but to the econony of the area; what other benefits
m ght accrue, so that you could conpare the cost of the
benefits. Now, we may not do this in this early MS, but
eventually we would | ook at those things, | think.

So we probably have covered everything several tines
about the process. So if we're at the point where we want
to nove on to Warren's, well --

M. Carriere: Virgil has his thing fromthe

federal perspective.

M. Bueche: Right. Put Virgil on the hot seat

now. Virgil Page.

M. Carriere: He has the checkbook, really.

M. Page: | really don't have that nuch to add.
| think everything as far as the MS has pretty nuch been

tal ked about. There is one key point, of course, in the

-77-

Betty Toms Court Reporting
P. 0. BOX 1150
WEST MONROE, LA 71294-1150 (318) 396-6951



1 MS that is different fromthe way we used to do business

2 prior to 1991 when the federal |egislation was passed. And

-78-

Betty Toms Court Reporting
P. 0. BOX 1150
WEST MONROE, LA 71294-1150 (318) 396-6951



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

as David and Coan tal ked about, that key is the financial
feasibility of the project. Prior to that, you could have
an unconstrai ned plan and everybody's project was in there,
and of course the public began to | oose faith in the

pl anni ng process and the plans. So that was an attenpt to
put sonme nore credibility back into the process so that if
a project nade it onto the plan, the public could at |east
have a reasonabl e expectation that the funds were there to
build it. One of the key elenents of the MS requirenent
is that before you can even conpl ete the NEPA process which
Bl ai se tal ked about, before we develop a -- W can begin

t he NEPA process and we can conme up with a draft

envi ronnent al docunent, but before we can conplete it the
project has to be put into the plan. And in order to be
put into the plan, the funds have to be identified, you
know, to build the plan. So the funding aspect of the MS
beconmes a critical one in identifying funds. And, frankly,
you know, |I'mnot going to stand here and suggest the
federal government is going to give you whatever it's going
to cost to build. A hundred mllion my be a very
conservative figure, you know, depending on what we're

tal king about. If we're tal king about a controll ed access

facility out there, that's probably a very | ow bal
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that the state can't even naintain the roads that they have
now, that they're falling behind. You' ve probably heard
about the Tinme Program how there's not enough noney to
conplete the Time Program So the practicality of there
being state and federal funds -- And when | tal k about
state funds, I'mreally also tal king about those federal
funds that flowto the state and cones back to you through
the Urban System funds, you know, as David nentioned.
Probably the only additional federal funds that m ght be
avai |l abl e woul d be those that your |egislative del egation
m ght could obtain through a, quote, denonstration project.
And, you know, I'mnot going to really get into a
di scussion of |ikelihood of being able to secure that kind
of noney.

It's a significant amount of noney. So one of the
t hings you have to look at, if you're really serious about
building this thing and the community supports it, is
getting local funding for the project, too, whether that's
t hrough increased sales tax or property taxes or whether
you want to approach the |legislature and see whet her they
m ght pass sonme laws that will allow you to inpose a | oca
option gas tax. All those things have to be pulled

together. But if this thing is going to becone a reality,
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the states and the feds are going to conme up here and pour
this kind of noney into a project of this magnitude. The
nmoney just isn't there.

So those are sone hard questions and issues that are
going to have to be addressed and your |ocal, you know,
deci si on-nmakers are going to have nake deci sions about.
You know, given the anount of noney they have or can
generate, where do they want to invest that noney? And
that's part of what this process is all about.

That's about all | have to add.

M. Carriere: Does anyone have any questions of

either the state or the federal fol ks? (Pause) |'m going
to ask Warren Myers to give us a quick location rundown on
the project and its setting.

M. Mers: | know probably why nost of you are
here tonight is because you want to know where this is in
relation to where you are. Bl aise has tal ked about sone of
the el ements of the corridor that we've laid out, that it's
essentially a mle wiwde. And we had one out front. | think
nmost of you got to look at it closely and can identify, but
"1l quickly cover. If you start on this side, on the
eastern side, if we start right at that interchange with

| -20 and M| haven Road, the corridor is essentially
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edge of the study area at that point.

It then cones to this area; there's a Russell-Sage
Wl dlife Managenent Area in the Chauvin tract that is
fairly new \Wien we initially set up the corridor, we
didn't know that was there. So we went to the Wldlife &
Fi sheries, and they told us yeah, there's a neww ldlife
managenent area there. So in this area you'll see that we
had to broaden the band to enable us to go around that.
There's a federal |law that says you can't go through fish
and wldlife preserves, parks, historical sites unless
there's no alternative to going around it. |If there was a
very long linear type area and we coul dn't denonstrate that
we couldn't go around it, then we mght be able to go
through it. But there's a federal |aw that says we can't.
So we had to broaden the band there to allow us to go
either to the north or south of that area.

It then crosses the Quachita River just south
essentially of where Bayou D Arbonne cones in. It crosses
Wiite's Ferry Road and then starts bending back to the
sout hwest to a point where it becones centered essentially
on the Cheniere-Drew Road so as to take advantage of that
Cheni ere-Drew Road i nterchange with I-20.

It then essentially follows Cheniere-Drew a little
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of the band. It then conmes back across the Quachita in the
area of Buckhorn Bend Loop, passes south of Ri chwood before
it starts comng back up. This little kink here | ooks a
little funny, but what happened is just south of that

i nterchange on M| haven Road with |I-20, we have the
Russel | -Sage Wl dlife Managenment Area and a large landfil
right there. So we had to kink around to get around those.

And that's essentially the study area that we're
involved in now. W have been and we still are in the
process of identifying--if you | ooked at the map out front,
or this one--churches, schools, subdivisions, ceneteries,
all those things that we tal ked about that are things that
we don't want to hit.

The next step, once we identify all those things, is to
see how we can get through there. W try to determ ne what
type of road are we |ooking at. W have a nodel that
projects what the traffic wll be in those areas. Do you
need a two-lane road there? Do you need a four-I|ane road?
| don't think anybody has ever envisioned it being a
control | ed-access interstate type road. W've never heard
from West Monroe or Monroe or Quachita Parish say that they
think that's the type of road. W just don't think the

traffic is going to be of those | arge nunbers where you're
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i nprove Fink's H deaway Road? Can you widen it and nmake it
part of the |oop?

There's a nunber of advantages to those types of
things. It becones |ess expensive and there's less harmto
the environnment if you're able to nmake use of the existing
roads that you have by inproving them You can even take a
two-| ane road, an existing two-lane road that nmay be a
little substandard, make it w der and put w der shoul ders
on it and straighten it out in some of the curves, and use
that as part of the | oop.

So we'll be looking at all those things and al so at new
| ocations in sone places. Certainly there are a |ot of
areas where there are no roads going the way that the | oop
wants to go, and we will be trying to mss that. Part of
what we'll look at is -- This is not a project where we're
trying to wi pe out people's hones. | can assure you that
in draw ng these things, we try to mss as nuch as we can.
And as the alternatives are evaluated, that's one of the
factors that's |ooked at: how many people are you
affecting. |f one takes fewer than another one, generally
it's usually a preferred alternative.

M. Carriere: Anybody have any questions of

Warren and where we are, the physical |ocation?
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it a part of the loop, what is the design criteria for the
speed limt on a |oop?

M. Myers: W haven't determned that. It may be
that when we |l ook at this part that it should be a two-Iane
road that would carry. W' re not |ooking, | don't think,
at a 70-m | e-an-hour hi ghway goi ng through there.

M. Bentz: No. But nost |oops, are they not
designed at 55 or 60 ml|es an hour speed, m ninmum speed?

M. Carriere: Not necessarily. And, again, what

we are tal king about is sonething that would be in the
classification of an arterial. And there are three kind of
words, | guess, in our vocabulary as we try to describe
roadways: arterials, collectors, and locals. Arterial has
one special class within itself, and the interstate or the
freeway is a super arterial, so to speak. So sonetines
people will describe roadway systens in those four terns:
freeways, arterials, collectors, and | ocals.

VWat we are tal king about is sonething of an arterial
nature that would | oop the area. But an arterial in an
urban area can be 45-m | e-an-hour or |ess, dependi ng upon
devel opment from a design standpoint. Mst people, even
t hough you have a nunber that you design for, the way

peopl e drive roads is what nmakes them confortable. |[|f you
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do i s hide behind the bushes and cl ock how fast you're
going. And you'll find that 85 percent of the people
travel at some magic nunber. That's usually what then the
speed limt is set at. Because if they need revenue, you
can go out and give 15 percent of the people a ticket.

M. Bentz: Well, the reason | ask that
gquestion --

M. Carriere: But that's kind of, again, the

process that happens. And in this instance, again, we're

| ooki ng at urban area. So you could be sonmewhere in the
order of magnitude of 45 versus, the upper end, it mght be
in the 55-60. But that's not a preset sort of nunber.

M. Bueche: 1In the interest of keeping the record

straight, the assunption is that 85 percent of the people
wll do what's reasonable and not that we're | ooking for
revenue (indiscernible).

M. Carriere: You can't be too serious

(i ndiscernible) stuff all the tine.

M. Bentz: The reason | ask the question is,
Fi nk' s H deaway Road services a school, River QOaks School .
You can't have very fast speed Iimt in front of a school.
"1l give you an exanple of a section of road that's just

recently been built, that many peopl e opposed, and which
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And | live right there where the new part goes into
(indiscernible). And I'll eat your hat if you can find
anybody that does under 60.

M. Carriere: That's because they actually feel

confortable. You' ve got to be careful, | guess if you want
to (indiscernible).

M. Bentz: But if you ve got a thoroughfare
comng in front of the school, you' ve got a school there
you' ve got to consider

M. Carriere: Very true. Very true. And that's

i nportant from a design geonetric standpoint. Again,
people literally use -- The confort |evel that they feel
that they can do is how nost people travel. Wen you go
back and do all these studies in that, it just works that
way. And | don't why. But when you' re on, you know,
narrow | anes, speed goes down. Cet on the interstate and
t hey put a shoul der out there, you know, you feel
confortable, so you go faster. You' ve got the w ndows
rolled up and the air-conditioner on nowadays. You don't
even hear things any nore. So those factors are very
i nportant.

And then again in setting an arterial, that school

site, maybe one of the things we want to do is find a new
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that, at least in design, that you want to all ow yourself
enough latitude like that. By the sane token, if the
school happens to be -- In many of the communities

t hroughout the state where a school is in a rural setting,
| eaving the highway to get to the school property becones
inportant: deceleration |lanes, turn lanes in the m ddle.
Those sorts of things are all design features that can be
I ncor por at ed.

But, again, there's not sone specific kind of a road
that we're trying to fit into this situation. W're trying
to find the appropriate solution for what the growh and
t he devel opnent, if such is going to happen in Mnroe, is
going to be. Inportant parts of this, now, -- And the next
time as we work with the steering commttee, we're trying
to bring back those quantifiable things: How nuch growth
is projected here? Wuere is it going to occur? How does
the transportation system support that? Does it help it,
stinmulate it, hurt it? Those are the issues.

The next thing | want to get into, though, is the
schedule. And that is an eye test in that little handout
we gave you; the print is kind of small. But if you | ook
in there, again, you can |ook at the tabs and there are

eight total paths that we're undertaking. W're in the
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l[ittle dot at the bottomof that is that public neeting
that's happening tonight. You'll notice the little
dotted-1 ooking football things in there. Through our
consul tants of Leader and Fernandez and ourselves, we're
avai l able to conme speak to groups or help in making sone
speci al presentations, if need be, where we've got sone
difficult issues that need to be worked out. So the
programis set up to do that.

You'll notice that there is a steering commttee. W
mentioned that earlier. Wth how many all told fol ks?
About 307

M. Mers: About 80.

M. Carriere: On the steering --
M. Myers: Eighty.

M. Carriere: Eighty?

M/ers: Eighty names on it.

M. Carriere: Eighty people, all told, on a

steering commttee. W've net twice with themin trying,
again, to get that sounding board circle going back and
forth in the information flow. And those wll continue on
t hrough the process. So we've hopefully got our ears up
and listening a little bit. The Dear Lord gave ne two ears

and only one nouth, so you ought to |isten nore than you
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things that we're doing now W' ve been assenbling data,
under Task 3, we're looking at nobility issues, we're
trying to define travel demands and the |like, and then
we're going to get into the land use and those factors that
are associated in Task 8, looking at iteratively now how
woul d different situations address transportation
requirenents. And then in Task 7 we're going to get into
t hose econom c and environnental factors analysis. And
then lastly, try to produce a report. Qur target for
conpletion is the end of this year, Decenber of '98. That's
what the schedule has laid out as we go through right now.

The other thing that we have, and it's a little handout
there, and I'mnot going to go through all this because
everybody can read that at their leisure. But, the
inportant thing of the history of the project. W found
docunent ati on dating back to 1968, sone of the first
studi es and di scussi ons concerning | oop roadways in the
Monroe area, |eading up to where we began in July, late
June of this past year of 1997, with this project. And
that's all, again in your handout sheet.

So that's the project, the history, the data gathering
and the like. The next thing is that Warren Myers is going

to go through and we're going to try to describe to you two
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sone denonstrated sort of a demand, what's the problem so
to speak? Then the purpose of this project is to solve
that problemand it neets these needs. That's the process
that we're going to try to go through

M. Mers: Before | get on that, one other thing
| wanted to point out is where this northern part of the
study area crosses the Quachita is the area that the three
political entities--Wst Mnroe, Mnroe, and Quachita
Pari sh--have agreed as a conprom se area for a bridge to
cross. And | know y'all are famliar with the controversy
over where a third bridge could go. And this is the area
that those three entities have agreed upon as a conprom se
area for that. Sonebody sent ne an article the other day,
and apparently a gentleman had witten in the paper that he
t hought that there was still a downtown site under
consi derati on.

Tal ki ng about purpose and need, purpose and need is a
requi renment for projects of this type, and we're starting
early in the process trying to identify the purpose and
need. The federal agencies that are involved when we
get into |later stages of the study, especially the
envi ronment al inpact statenent, they want to be sure that

the project has a purpose and is serving a need, that it's
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t hat have worked on other projects and generally fit this
project, and this will be an ongoing thing trying to define
pur pose and need.

The steering commttee net today, and there were a | ot
of good points made that our initial shot at purpose and
need needs to be refined and made nore specific in sonme
areas that they felt it was far too general. But for our
first shot, we were saying that the purpose of this
facility was to provide a transportation facility around
t he Monroe-West Monroe urbani zed area that connects 1-20 on
the east and west. And that conmes fromthe |egislation
that set up the noney for this. It essentially dictated
that this study | ook at a connector that connects [-20 to
| -20. Coan nmade the statenent he didn't know that it was
di sconnected. But that was the way the | egislation read
that provided that noney. |t noves people and goods nore
efficiently, pronotes orderly | and use devel opnent,
i nproves public safety, and provides a framework upon which
the future transportation systemcan be devel oped. And
like | said, that that's just an initial shot at what we
t hink the purpose of this project is.

The need goes into a whole litany of things:

transportati on denand and capacity, safety, |egislative
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directive that's been handed down, econom c devel opnent,

pl anned growt h and soci al demands, system | i nkage,
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condition of the existing facilities, inclusion in the
transportation plan, and corridor preservation. Corridor
preservation is -- Once we've identified sonmething as to
where this project should be, then the |ocal governnents
can hopefully take sone steps to at | east advise people
that, you know, there is a facility plan in that area and
try to discourage themfrombuilding in there so we can
preserve that. There are sone zoning things that can occur
al so and generally try to save that. Because as nentioned
before, if you | ook, Quachita Parish has got these |arge

wi |l dlife managenent areas that essentially are surrounded
in this area. Like |I nmentioned, too, there's a federal |aw
that you can't go through those with projects like this as
Il ong as there's an opportunity to go around. So we al npost
feel that a loop of this nature has to occur in this area
at this tinme or you may | ose the opportunity to have a | oop
at this point close enough in to give you sone benefits at
this time. The next step would be you woul d have to go
beyond those wildlife nmanagenent areas, and it would really
be far out and probably not too many people would use it.

M. Carriere: Wll, w alnmost didit. W were

shooting for trying to be at 8:15 to go through that, and

we're at 8:20. So we're kind of close to schedule. Wat
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again, our court reporter person will record those so that
we can take due note of that. Going back to the schedul e
again, there is a section, Public Meeting, that will occur
in Mnth 15. | will transfer it in nunbers. Let's see,
Mont h 15 shoul d be about Septenber or so of this year when
we w il have a full gathering of anybody interested from
the community to attend again. The steering conmttee
nmeetings will be going on as you see in those other little
dots.

So, does anyone have a question, comrent, whatever?
Yes, sir. ldentify yourself, if you would, please, sir.

M. Ginmes: Danny Gines. | was wondering what

the status of the proposal that was made about goi ng across
Cheni ere Lake.

M. Carriere: The cutting a corner?

M. Ginmes: Right.

M. Carriere: David, do you want to handl e that?,

because it went through the OCOG things. He's outside.
M. Bentz: The question you refer to, that it
won't cost nore and it won't cost |ess?

M. Ginmes: No. The question I'mreferring tois

where is it going across Cheniere Lake and what's going to

be the inpact on it whenever they decide the federal
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P. O. BOX 1150

-110-

Betty Toms Court Reporting

WEST MONROE, LA 71294-1150

It's going around

(318) 396-6951



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

t he | ake.

M. Carriere: I n di scussions at OCOG and that's

why | wanted David to answer that, because he's nore -- of
all the neeting steps that took place. W neet essentially
monthly with David and Coan and Warren to go through the
different things that have taken place. A proposal was
made to cut the corner here rather than skirt Cheniere Lake
to go through this area: could we |ook at such an
alternative as that? The reason it wasn't in there
initially is that, again, going across the |ake, the

envi ronnent al consequences of that we thought automatically
shifted it up. And in setting up the work program we

avoi ded touchi ng Cheniere Lake sinply because of its status
as a recreational |ake and an environnmental resource.
That's not to say that some sort of an el evated structure
that has the m nimal anmount of inpact--sonething |Iike that
goes across the Atchafal aya; |-10 crosses the Atchafal aya;
parts of 1-10 crosses into St. Charles Parish on el evated
structure through the LaBrauch wetl| ands--coul d not possibly
be used there. In order to go back now and reconnoiter
those things at that |ocation would have required a
reshifting of the work plan to do that. That matter was

brought back to OCOG the body of the six people that David
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that OCOG tabled the matter, that it did not choose to
either add this in or to change the work program So it
rose to a hearing, was tabled and set aside. That's what's
happened to it as far as | understand to be their -- And
David Creed can --

M. Marshall: Well, | can address that. As of

| ast night, the police jury anmended--who was the only

hol dout on that. 1It's been a |earning process, believe ne,
as to what the factors are that goes into this. But we
anmended our part of that. W were the hangup there. W
anmended our plan to coincide with what the engi neers wanted
to do originally. And so OCOGis now going to proceed just
as we had originally planned to do.

M. Carriere: So we're holding this corridor

[ine?

M. Marshall: W're holding that corridor on the
out si de.

M. Ginmes: So Cheniere Lake is out then. Right?

M. Carriere: W were not crossing --

M. Mrshall: W won't be crossing Cheniere Lake.

M. Carriere: W would not cross it. (Pause)
Yes, sir.

M. Mntz: Just a statenent, please.
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Forsythe Bridge. |It's not a controversy here. Qur group
represents thousands of citizens. M nane is Steve Mntz,
and | live in Monroe. GCitizens Against Forsythe Bridge is
thrilled wth this Quachita Loop Project. Thirdly, the
| arge majority of our planning nmenbers in consensus feel
that if this needs to be done in segnents, we support the

northern bridge segnent first. Thank you.

M. Carriere: Anyone else? (Pause) Yes, sir.

M. Maroney: |'mJohn Maroney. [|I'min the

process of doing sone outside drainage work for the Gty of
Monroe. In '91 we had a major flood in Quachita Pari sh.
Part of it was the result of the fact that LaFourche backed
itself out all the way into the Gty of Monroe. |Is there
any way that in planning of this particular |oop you're

tal ki ng about the segnent froml-20 on the eastern side
sout hwest across that whole area through there be a raised
section with punp stations placed at Young's Bayou, Bennett
Bayou. And Long Chita is sonmewhere in that area. Raccoon
Bayou. And in doing that, we can conbine the state funding
for the state-wide flood control progranms, get the punp
stations funded with what we've got to have, one that this
proj ect has been proposed to the Corps of Engi neers already

one tinme before after the '91 flood. But one of the things
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is the fact that the | evee systemthrough there would be a

maj or expense to what we're doing. Wth the highway com ng
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through there, it would be an ideal tine to get the hi ghway
to be built up, because you' re going to have to raise it up
to a certain elevation to keep it fromflooding that area
anyway, because nost of that whole corridor in '91 was
under water. So we're asking that the possibility for us
and the police jury together to maybe get that whole
corridor in through there. That way we can keep water --
In the '91 flood, water backed all the way up to Forsythe
inthe City of Monroe, which is way up there. And this
woul d help control the flooding of the entire south side of
Monroe. It'll elimnate the flooding with a conbination of
punp stations. W'd like for y'all, if possible, to help
incorporate that into y'all's plans.

M. Bentz: You' re tal king about earthen
enbankment rather than el evated hi ghway systen?

M. Maroney: R ght.

M. Carriere: Wll, in all likelihood, the

majority of this would be considered as a roadway built on
grade on the ground itself. The ultinate design feature of
that woul d be consistent with drainage. The concept that

you' re proposing is not sonething that we woul d necessarily
explore and try to develop that as a part. But if there is

any governnental agencies, be it a |local |evee board or the
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fl ood protection program the conbining of the enmbanknent
of the road to satisfy the drainage requirenents could
possi bly occur. Typically, though, the approach for the
roadway design is such that even when we do put in an
enbanknment, whatever the water flowis, be it north to
south or south to north, if it was backwater flooding, the
i dea fromthe highway designer standpoint is don't upset
what ever is going on right now The highway is to try to
be unintrusive. But if you did as another part of the

pl an, as part of the drainage plan, which is beyond the
scope and responsibility of the Departnent of
Transportation and the hi ghway function, we're not opposed
to the idea of what you're expressing, incorporating both.
It's a joint use facility in that regard.

M. Maroney: Right. That's all |I'm saying.

M. Carriere: That's possible. And I don't think

anyt hing that we woul d necessarily do woul d be addressing
precl udi ng what you're proposing to happen, but nor woul d
we necessarily be junping on as an advocate and say we
ought to do that. Now, because of what you' ve said

toni ght, sonmewhere in there that idea and concept is going
to get nmentioned. And whoever is the appropriate |ocal

body that that would be adopted--that's the | ong-range pl an
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i nclusion of this program

That was a conplicated | ong-w nded answer, but that's
the way | think it's supposed to happen. (Pause) Yes,
Sir.

M. Morris: Yes. |''m Tom Morri s. | live out off

Jonesboro Road, outside the | oop proposal. There's been
concern in our comunity |lately about railroad safety.
WIIl all railroad crossings be upgraded to overpasses or
under passes? And the one underpass | know of, will it be
i nproved and nade a little wider, out on the Cheniere-Drew
Road?

M. Bentz: You' re tal king about federal
regul ati ons.

M. Carriere: Railroad crossings is essentially

t he question: what happens when we cross one? |If there
happens to be already the public privilege, in a sense, to
cross the railroad track at grade, in all likelihood at the
initial steps of devel opnent we would continue to maintain
an at-grade type crossing unless there is sone history of
vehi cular-train conflict, accidents, and whatever that
woul d warrant going through a grade-separated level. |If
part of this new | oop crossed a track where we don't have

the privilege, in a sense, of crossing the railroad
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bargain of allow ng another at-grade crossing. So the
likelihood is if we don't have a place to go across, in
order to get across it will be a grade separation; it
becones a cost of the project. Railroads, you know, own
typically those rights-of-way. Although they're a hundred
feet wwde, they're tough to go around.

And in that regard if there's an at-grade there, we
woul d nore than |likely take advantage of that. |If we don't
have one, we can end up with a grade separation. But even
the at-grades in today's inplenentation era would be bells,
lights, and whistles, the safest possible at-grade crossing
that we would have in a situation |like that.

M. Mers: |Is there a history of wecks at that
| ocati on?

M. Mrris: WlIl, there's been a history of

wrecks in our parish lately at a | ot of our crossings.

M. Carriere: There is a significant nove between

both the railroad and nost communities to go back and
reexam ne the nunber of at-grade crossings that we have to
try to reduce sone of them to actually elimnate sone.

But it's going to be at an inconvenience. You have fewer
pl aces to cross, but it's overall perhaps in the public's

best interest to do that. (Pause) Yes, sir, Bobby?
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Needl es have drawn. |'ma contractor here locally.

M. Carriere: That's good. W like to know that.

M. Bentz: Are you famliar with this docunent?

M. Carriere: Yeah. We did it, | think.

M. Bentz: The ink is still wet. According to
this docunent, --

M. Carriere: This was some of what we did

earlier today, which is for the steering conmttee.

M. Bentz: According to this docunent, by the
year 2020 you're showi ng that the west side of the | oop
north woul d be 25, 000?

M. Carriere: Right around this area.

M. Bentz: And 10,0007

M. Carriere: Right.

M. Bentz: Try to explain this to ne.

M. Carriere: Al right. Wat Bobby has is when

we were going over it with the steering commttee today,
this was our work agenda and programto go through as we're
|l ooking at it. There is a series of nunbers in here that
said what |level of traffic utilization mght occur on a
segnent of this route wwthin that |oop. These nunbers were
produced in that transportation planning process that was

done in 1996. So this is not our work product, and | don't
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to the OCOG pl anning office right now and said, "Wat does
it look like this facility mght drawin the way of traffic
assi gnnment ?" these were the nunbers that we found were
produced in the 1996 pl an.

There were several |ocations along here. The first one
is the so-called west side. This is described as being
west and just north of 1-20, which would be in this general
area. Gven what the future growh factors that have been
i ncluded in the conputer nodel that was run at that tinme by
that planning group and OCOG it was estinated that trip-
making on a loop route, if there were one in here, would be
in the order of magnitude of 25,000 vehicles per day in
that general area. South of 1-20, in that general area
again, would be in the order of magnitude of 10,000
vehicles per day. On the north side west of US 165 would
be a traffic volunme in the order of magnitude of about
9, 000 vehicles per day. On the east side, about 14,000
vehicles per day in this. And we don't know whet her
they're tal king about the whol e | ane, where al ong that
route; these were just nunbers that were in a planning
docunent that we |ooked at to get sone feel for where these
were to, again, present it to our steering commttee today:

what ki nd of nunbers are we tal ki ng about?
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day; on the south side, about four. And then com ng down
here on the west side near 165 again, about 6,000 per day
and 3,000 on this side.
So those are the order of magnitude of vol unes of
traffic that were projected by the nodel back in 1996.
M. Bentz: Are these --

M. Carriere: W're going to | ook at those

nunbers again oursel ves. W have obtained a nodel from
OCOG, and we're going through right now and | ooki ng at what
produces that trip-making, that sort of thing.

M. Bentz: Are these nunbers generated off of
actual ADT s?

M. Carriere: No. The way they cone about is,

there are several planning factors: the popul ation, the
nunber of househol ds, the nunber of retail jobs that are in
a particular area, the total nunber of jobs that are in the
area, school trips. Those are all used in a mathemati cal
formula that projects trip-making, first of all. It goes
into saying, given all those factors, how many trips wll
be produced. Then we |ook at all of the other end of the
trip, the trip end, for trip attractions. And the first
thing they have to do is a balancing goes on. And this is,

again, a hypothetical thing that once you' ve done it, the
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then you do a conparison to what's out there today. And if
your mat hematical nunbers agree with what's out there
today, say "Hey, |'mpretty good. | can nmake this thing
happen,” and it reproduces what's going on in the real
world. Now if you project what the future of those
nunber s- - popul ati on, househol ds, retail jobs, honme and

enpl oynent--is, here's what the trip-making in the future
m ght be. And then if | had a network that's different
fromtoday, how would they be assi gned?

And there are two factors to that that are inportant,
what we call the gravity nodel. A trip fromhere to there
i s based upon the square of how far you go. |[If | go from
here to there and it's two mles away, two tinmes two is
four, so | nake that trip based on that fraction of four.
If it's three mles a way, it's three times three is nine.
There's a big difference in the attracti veness then of the
trip that's only two mles away versus three mles away,
and that's how the nodel then, this mathematical nodel
produces these nunbers. One, we can nmeke it produce in
today's world, and we try to use it to look at the future
wor | d.

One ot her exanple, and that's beyond what we did, but

he asked the question and | think y'all need to hear the
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answer. An exanple | use is like a bowing alley.

all |eave here tonight,

we're going to go bow ing.
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cal cul ate how many people want to go bowing, that's the
trip productions. |If we go out and count the bow i ng
alleys, that's the trip attraction. |If 40 of us are going
to go bowing tonight and there's 50 bowing |anes, then we
use the nunber 40 as the trip productions and attractions.
There are going to be 10 enpty lanes. You don't use the 50
for trip-making.
So it's that kind of correlation that goes together,

and we crunch all those nunbers, and that's what nakes
engi neer fol ks happy to do those things. But it does give
us a way to conme back and then show to you as best we can
with our crystal ball as to what the consequences of a
particul ar action or segnment to the network m ght or m ght
not be. That's how we get them

M. Bentz: The reason | ask that question is, |
think a lot of people in here feel like a loop is just like
a four-lane road for the future for us. W've heard sone
two-l ane costs. To give you an exanple, there was a | ady
that wote a letter to the editor about two weeks ago about
t he Jonesboro Road section. She said there nust be 5, 000
cars a day that cone up the Jonesboro Road section. At the
Cheni ere Lake area, and | got these nunbers from DOT, from

M. Donnie Culver, these are authentic numbers. Actual
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2 (No audi bl e response)
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M. Bentz: There's no estinate and there's
guessing. In 1995, there wasn't 5,000 cars a day that cane
up H ghway 34, it was 9, 840.

M. Carriere: Were? Now tell ne what two

nunbers we're conpari ng.
M. Bentz: H ghway 34, the actual ADT. ADT is
average daily travel counts. Okay?

M. Carrier: Yeah. Now, you're conparing that

nunber to what nunber?

M. Bentz: |'mjust showi ng the average daily --
Do you want to pass these (indicating docunents) over
there, sir? The average daily -- What |'mtrying to do is
show the traffic count into Monroe in this conception of a
| oop. At Wite's Ferry Road com ng down fromthe north,
the traffic count is 11,620 vehicles a day. At the Drew
School area out on H ghway 15, the traffic count is 5,730 a
day, and that's one of the | owest ones | have. At US 165
bet ween Loop Road and Hi ghway 80 in the
Nort heast University area--and | think we have a real
probl em devel opi ng at Northeast; we cannot service it
traffic-wise--the traffic count there is 32,350 vehicles
every 24 hours. A lot of us know that because we're bogged

up in that traffic. But many of you may not know how many
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2 Northeast is back to Interstate 20, there's 45,000 vehicl es
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every 24 hours. At US 80 at Lincoln Road, right in that
area where Ray's Pege is--a |lot of people know where that
is--it's 17,510. Just below the H ghway 15 interchange at
US 165, this would be where Wnnsboro Road and US 165
i nterchange, 21,630 vehicles a day. | was unable to get
one fromDon English to totally conpile this information
for me in front of the university at H ghway 80. | would
be really curious what that traffic count is. | wonder if
our nunbering systemw ||l go high enough to count it.
Let's talk about the interstate bridge just a m nute.
And I'm not attacking this, because we trying
to (indiscernible).

M. Carriere: No. And what | would say to you

all of those nunbers, if you go | ook at what David and Doug
have on the conputer today, their nodel will reflect those
numnbers.

M. Bentz: The nunbers that | saw here are 20
years from now.

M. Carriere: That's correct. But none of those

routes that those nunbers were reflected upon even exi st
t oday, and when you go back and | ook, what you're going to
see is some of the roads that Bobby is nmentioning right now

woul d be affected by adding in a new segnent. And as |
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2 River and the fact that there are only these three
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crossings dictates very heavily what happens fromeast to
west. Every trip that wants to cross that river, in any
east-west fashion, has to cone to that neck of the funne

so that the route that -- He described a nunber of those,
80 and 15 and the like. You know, they just naturally cone
t hat way.

Now what's going to happen if we introduce this other
Iink, you've now got a choice. Instead of having to cone
in and go across, sone of that may actually go out, up, and
over. And what was reflected in that page that he asked to
read you those nunbers were if those links were in there,
what sort of a nunmber m ght we expect in the year 20157
You m ght go back and see on sone of those sections of 165,
because two things are happening, nore trip-making is
occurring because there are nore people here, but they now
have another way of doing it, so there is a shifting around
of what goes on. And that's, again, a great deal of what
we hope you can get to see the details of as we do nove
forward. Every nunber that he has in there is a ground
count, and I'Il tell you that's not the real world. But
what we can tell you, hopefully, is that the basis under
whi ch the nodel that we're projecting the future would' ve

reflected today's conditions.
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actually have now, or do you think it may be conservative?

M. Carriere: |It's representative. | don't think
it's plus-mnus. It's representative.
M. Bentz: Ckay. | have two nore |ocations, and

| want to nmention these because everyone in here has a
vested interest inthis. W've been listening to a loop in
Monroe since Jack Howard in 1964. That's been 34 years
ago. It's time for a | oop.

Unidentified Fenal e Menber of Audi ence: Bobby,

what about Fink's Hi deaway com ng into 1657
M. Bentz: | didn't get that one, ma'am and --

Ms. (unidentified): That's the main one.

M. Bentz: | need to get that. | have two nore.
One of themis a real heated issue: Forsythe Avenue. Boy,
t hat one has been beat to death. Between 18th Street and
19th Street, the traffic count is 21,230 vehicles per
24-hour period. But | want to get -- | saved the |ast one
because it's the nost inportant, and I think it involves
all of us. W have a bridge on the Interstate 20 bridge
that | understand that the design of that bridge is no
| onger used because of the incline curve in that bridge.
It's not what they call a desirable design in this day and

time. Built 30 years ago. Now, | can't prove that. |1've
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period. | lost a child on the interstate |ast year, and it
wasn't on this bridge. This bridge is heavily, heavily
overl oaded. W' re tal king about, roughly, -- You're
tal ki ng about seven years before you begin construction;
did | understand that?

M. Carriere: That's an optim stic date.

M. Bentz: Tinme is very optimstic, because if
you cone through here, | think you ve got about 12 years of
not hi ng but dealing with the Corps of Engineers on permts.
I"'mso tired of dealing with the Corps of Engi neers.

Ms. Burton, ne and you have been down this road. The Corps
of Engineers is real simlar to Saddam Hussein. They are a
despotismcontrolled by a very handful of people that work.

Unidentified Fenal e Menber of Audi ence: W' ve got

to get started sonetine, though.

M. Bentz: |If you don't think they're not a
despotism they've got plans for you here for the next
hundred years, and you have fl ooded four tines since 1956.
| was born in 1946; that makes ne 410 years ol d because the
hundred-year flood level is 71. Now, sonething is bad
wong wth the Corps of Engineers, and yet they tell us
when we come up here to build this leg of this, "Well,

you're going to go through here and we've got ferns and
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killed. It's tine to send the Corps of Engineers and the

US WIdlife and Fisheries--correct me if |I'm w ong--back
to the marshl and because this act in Congress, was it not

desi gned to save the marshl and?

M. Carriere: NEPA was. NEPA says you nust

address those issues.

M. Bentz: W're a long way froma stone crab
right here. But I'mgoing to tell you what we're going to
do. The Corps of Engineers canme in here and they raised
the river and they nmade it navigable. Then after they did,
Ms. Burton and | and everybody in here that got flooded, we
worked in that flood. Joe, you know. They canme up here in
Chauvin -- John Maroney? They canme up in Chauvin and they
said, "You need a 450 cubic foot punp.” Six nonths |ater
they said, "No, you need a 250 cubic foot punp." People,
we're going to flood again. Y all know that? W' re gong
to have another flood in here, folks. W have cone real
close to it, and the water is uncontrollable. So, yes,
think you need to go with M. Maroney's plan and exam ne
doi ng an earthen enbanknent up here as well because Mnroe
cannot do anything. W are in a hole because they raised
the river so that Angus could send stuff down the river

where the barges break and kill everything init. Okay?
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2 town, not only will you open it up for us to get to and
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fromtown and help the university, you will also dry us
out.
M. Maroney: Good job, Bobby.

(Appl ause)

M. Carriere: You said sonething that was

significant, the loss of a child, and I"'msorry for that.
The bridge, just so that the context of that interstate
structure -- is basically four-lane. There are sone
si x-l anes where ranps cone on and off as you go across. It
woul d be classified today as functionally deficient in that
it does not have any interior shoul der or exterior
shoul der, which we would build if we were building the sane
pavenent with today. So that bridge at the tinme it was
designed nmet all of the standards. It still conplies in
the vintage of what it was constructed to be. And nost of
the interstate -- There's a good deal of that throughout
the area that is now considered to be functionally
deficient, but it perforns and does what it's supposed to
do. It is appropriately signed and regulated in that
regard. And there are a couple of interesting things about
that. Wen you're comng east to west, | think it's the
Second Street exit off--maybe it's the Seventh Street as

you cone off--it alnost |ooks like the right side is on the
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2 vertical curvature in there. But the posted nunbers and
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speed and all are as consistent as you can nake those
public adhering then to those regulations. But if you
over-drive the situation, sonme difficult things could
occur.

The nunbers, again on a structure |like that, of
60- some- odd-t housand on a four-lane controll ed-access is
approaching the upper limts of what -- W grade hi ghways.
You get A, B, C, D, E, or Finits performance. And at
that level, particularly during peak hours, that section of
road in all |ikelihood would grade out sonmewhere around as
a Dor an Fin being able to carry the traffic demands on
it. And again it goes back to the fact that in the choice
of looking at all of these bridge crossings, that one is
t he hi ghest speed, the nost dependabl e, and the one that
attracts the trips. Louisville goes off then as second.
DeSi ard (phonetic) or DeSiard (phonetic) -- It's an A not
an R huh?

Uni dentified Menber of Audi ence: DeSi ar d.

M. Carriere: DeSiard is under utilized because

it is also functionally deficient in terns of the wdth of
the lanes. There is a third bridge, but hardly anybody
goes on it. To say hello, you can wave to the person

com ng the other way because you can see himeyeball to
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seek their own level. You all know what's the best way to
travel inatrip to do sonething like that.

And | guess the nunbers -- If anything, Bobby, | feel
i ke you' ve said sonme things that we're anticipating wll
occur. You're going to see a shifting of travel patterns
as you put new lines and segnents into the network. And
what you're asking me is to tell ne what do these nunbers
|l ook in 2015 so | can conpare themto sone of these.
think we're going to be able to do that and, for one, maybe
all of themgo up to sone extent because you' ve got to
absorb the growth in that.

M. Bentz: | just feel like they're | ow

M. Carriere: You know, the numbers are

interesting too. At one tine we were accused of
overstating the thing, and then when they get utilized,
they say, "Wwell, y'all sure blew that nunber; it's
understated.” So what we're trying to do is a realistic

m ddl e ground posture as it relates to those. And, again,

t hose nunbers, if anyone wi shes to go back and | ook and see
how t hey're processed, Doug is an expert on the trans-plan
stage at the office. He'll crank his conputer up and | et
you exam ne any link that's in there. (Pause) Yes, sir?

M. Watkins: M nane is Ed Watkins. ['ma
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f ast - changi ng denographics in Quachita Parish. There's a
real acceleration in the growth of Wst Quachita Pari sh.
|'"d just like to nmake sure that the DOT considers that in
devel opi ng that nodel and determ ning how the roads are
desi gned.

M. Carriere: Gowh and all of those factors--

what's the projected population in the year 2015, what's

t he projected nunber of househol ds--not only do we want to
know t he gross nunber, but we want to know your best
estimate of: where will they be, what will be the

di stribution of those, is there nore residenti al

devel opnent here than there, is there nore industrial

devel opnent? So it's not only a case of how nmuch, but
where. And then we do have -- or a projection has been
made of that. That's not a charge for us to go out and
make that projection, but rather to utilize that

i nformati on whi ch has al ready been devel oped for that

| ookout to 2020 sort of thing. And then those factors go
into those two equations that produce the trip attractions
and the trip-making. W're trying to estimate. Are they
going to build six nore bowing alleys out there in the
future to go along with the six nore bowers that we're

going to have cone on
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So it's that sort of a process. And, yes, sir, that

grow h conponent of all

of those factors is included. [
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m ght add, though, that Louisiana has experienced sone very
interesting roller-coaster nunbers as it relates to grow h.
And one of the things that we do rely upon are people who
are expert in that field. 1'mnot so sure that -- | think
Northeast is the official place of estimating popul ation
for the whole state of Louisiana.

Unidentified Fenal e Menber of Audi ence: Tech.

Loui si ana Tech.

M. Carriere: It's Tech that does it?

Ms. (unidentified): Uh-huh. Louisiana Tech.

M. Carriere: For sone reason | thought it was a

faculty nenber at Northeast that did that.

But those nunbers, then, are extrenely inportant in
trying to guesstimte, project, whatever, the future is
going to be. But | know our |ocal paper at home carried
sone articles the other day. Although Louisiana is
experiencing | think a very positive econony right now,
we're not growing as fast as other segnents of the country
are growng right now W mght be doing it statew de, at
a three- to four-percent rate, when nationally that's
seven. So we're falling behind al nost by a factor of two.

M. Bentz: W never recovered fromthe oil

M. Carriere: You know, if you lived in
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bottom And it is, you know, positive there. But they
wer e devastated during that period of the late ' 70s and
early '80s by a downturn, and all of those categories are
com ng back. Baton Rouge happens to be a very strong area,
and it's mainly because we' ve got governnent, universities,
and petrochemcal. W're a little nore recession-proof
than other nmajor cities. Shreveport is experiencing sone
interesting things, dynamcs of all those Texans and
Arkansans com ng over there to |lose their noney. But, you
know, those factors, you can't guess them and we're not
trying to do your peaks. W're trying to hit the best
antici pated average.

Any other questions? It's nearly 9 and | don't want to
keep you so your mama says | had you out too |ate.

Unidentified Menber of Audi ence: How many mles

is the total |oop --

M. Carriere: 1'msorry?

Unidentified Menber of Audience: How many mles

is the total | oop?

M. Carriere: Wat is it, Warren, 33-sonething?

VWhere's Warren?

M. Mers: Al nost 40.
M. Carriere: Al npst 40.
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M. Keys: M nane is Danny Keys. |In regard to
t he purpose and need on the -- | believe we called it the
i nproved public safety. How would the -- W' ve been
answered about the railroad tracks. But the stop signs and
redlights, howw Il that configure there?

M. Carriere: Let nme talk about safety just a

qui ck mnute. Think about US 165 and 1-20. They are two
different types of facilities in terns of 1-20 is control

of access but a higher speed and nore rapid decision-
making. |If you | ook at the nunber of vehicles that use
that and the nunber of accidents that occur, we calcul ate
accident rate in vehicle mles traveled: what's then the
frequency of an accident given the total vehicle mles
travel ed? And we would do the sanme thing on 165. But 165
is not control of access. There's a |lot of driveway
access, there's a lot of at-grade crossings or at-grade
intersections, traffic signals, and the |like. Just off the
top of my head, I can't tell you which one is actually
safer than the other, but you can go back and | ook at those
nunbers as it relates to the kind of accident rate that
happens on a freeway versus the kind of accident rate that
happens on an arterial, which 165 is. And in naking the

decision as to the safety aspects of the kind of road that
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2 t hen be expecting that |evel of experience. And for the
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sake of discussion, suppose it was higher than what
happened on 20. Then we know that that's a negative mark
when we're considering that kind of a facility versus the
freeway. But it's also cheaper. So where does noney and
safety and those issues cone together? But that's how you
i nclude the safety conponent in your analysis. You're
going to look at the type of road and the type of exposure
that then exposes the public to in the utilization of that
road. Does that make any sense to you?

M. Keys: Yes.

M. Carriere: |If anyone is interested in seeing

sonme of how this Internet connection works, Karen can show
you that. W appreciate your com ng out tonight.
What, we got a door prize?

M. Mers: |If anybody here didn't speak and you
still want to nake a comment, or even those who have
spoken, we're going to put these sheets out on the front
table, and you can wite down your comments. It's self-
addressed back to Coan. All you have to do is fold it and
put a stanp on it and it will conme back in to Coan. So we
put these on the front desk. |If you want to nake a witten
comment and send it in, they' re available and you can pick

them up on your way out.
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2 that -- a group that you belong to or thought we need to do
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alittle nore interesting or alittle nore followup wth,
agai n, through David, through Coan, and through oursel ves,
contact us and we'll be happy to try to nake sure you get
the information. Again we appreciate your com ng tonight,
and if there's anything that we can do to be of assistance,
call on us. Thank you again.

M. Myers: Thank you.
(The public hearing was concluded at 9:00 p.m CST)

Dat e Betty P. Tons, CCR #88032
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